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parts of the stern policy of Richelieu in France; all were alike
instances of the abuse of the rights claimed by kings in the
seventeenth century. What was done at Drogheda and
.Wexford was less horrible than what was done at the sack of
Magdeburg; Cromwell may have thought of what had been
charged against Tilly. The Cromwellian conquest of Ireland
had much in common with the Republican conquest of La
Vende'e; in both cases a community relatively small rushed to
arms against a great nation, which claimed its allegiance, at a
grave crisis; in both cases the vengeance inflicted was frightful.
The peace given to Ireland by Cromwell, indeed, was very
different from the peace given by Bonaparte to La Vendee;
but, in a matter like this, the standard of opinion in the
seventeenth century completely differed from that of the
nineteenth, especially in a religious contest. For the rest,
the aversion and contempt, due to causes before referred to,
with which Ireland inspired Englishmen, were naturally in-
creased in this period; and her divisions, her weakness, her
wretched state, contributed, as before, to bring on her much
that she suffered. "A people," it has been truly said, "divided
internally, and without the element of political organisation,
invites the sword of the conqueror1."
The Irish community was being now cast into a mould of
usage, of life, of relations, .which, though modified to a very
great extent, has never yet been completely effaced. In every-
thing, but especially in the land, and in by far the greatest
part of the country, a ruling and foreign Protestant caste were
made masters of a conquered Catholic people;. each was
divided from the other by the most unhappy memories.
Protestant Ascendency and Catholic Subjection were giving
the social structure, so to speak, its form; the distinction of
religion, we repeat, seemed to have replaced the old distinction
1 Gardiner's History of the Commonwealth and Protectorate, I. 176.
1C. I.                                                                                    "